Town of Chesapeake City

Town Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, May 11, 2026

Present: Mayor Rich Taylor, Frank Vari, Lee Adams, Ed O’Hara, Rick Webster, Tonya Lockwood
(staff), Brian Hunsberger (staff), Rob Bernstine (staff), Genevieve Macfarlane (attorney)

Absent: Sarah Ford-Ferrara,

Mayor Rich Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America.

Approval of Minutes:
April 13, 2026, Meeting

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Frank Vari to approve the minutes from the April 13,
2026, Meeting. All in favor, motion carried.

April 13, 2026, Closed Meeting
Tabled until the June Meeting.

April 27, 2026, Workshop

Motion: Frank Vari made a motion, seconded by Rick Webster to approve the minutes from the April
27,2026, Workshop. All in favor, motion carried.

Proclamation

Mayor, Rich Taylor, presented a Proclamation for National Safe Boating Week to Mr. Daniel
McCaffery, from the US Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Council Reports:
Lee Adams

Water and Sewer- No major incidents last month. There is a continued issue with the generator at the
South Pump Station. A few adjustments have been made, and we will see if they make things better.
There were no violations last month following the repair of the decanter. He has not received the report
from Cecil County as of the meeting start.

Planning Commission- The Planning Commission met on Wednesday, May 6, 2026, they reviewed and
approved 1 application, pending Historic Approval for the enclosure of a side porch and also approved
the Annual Letter sent to Maryland Department of Planning. They elected a new Vice Chair, Susan
Trentham. They also introduced the new Zoning Ordinance which will repeal and replace the
Comprehensive Development Ordinance. The Zoning Administrator, Rob Bernstine, approved 5
applications this month for 3 fence installations, the enclosure of an existing rear porch, and a siding
replacement.



Sarah Ford-Ferrara

No Report in Sarah’s absence.

Ed O’Hara

Economic Development and Tourism- Town was very busy yesterday for Mother’s Day, it was a great
start to the summer. Congratulations to Christine Mullen on the sale of the Blue Max! Welcome to the
new owners Mr. and Mrs. Passmore. Café on the Bay and the current owners of the Inn at the Canal
both celebrated their 8™ anniversary.

Frank Vari

Public Works- Rob and Rich met with Cunningham Recreation to review the new Helen Titter Park
Playground. Household Hazardous Waste Day at the Cecil County Landfill was a success again last
month. Rt. 213 repaving will begin or has begun.

Parks and Rec- The next meeting will be held on May 21, 2026, at 6:30 pm. Horseshoe Games have
begun and they would like to have a ceremony dedicating the pits to Ed and Sue Lee. Summer Plantings
are going in. The Canal 5k on June 27, 2026, has 51 sponsors and 17 participants thus far.

Rick Webster

Public Safety- Has spoken with the State Police regarding upcoming busy weekends and thanked them
for their presence the last few busy weekends.

Rob Bernstine, Town Manager

The Town Manager’s Report was distributed to Council.

Brian Hunsberger, Treasurer

The Monthly Financial Reports were distributed and the account balances as of today were read.

Mayor Rich Taylor
Thanks to Brian and Rob for working hard on the budget!

Action Items:
Part-time Maintenance Technician Position

Adam Streets left for another position. Alan Myers has been chosen by the Personnel Committee to fill
the maintenance position at a pay rate of $18.00 per hour for 32 hours. He will also fill a custodial role
for 8 hours per week at the same pay rate.

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Ed O'Hara to approve Alan Myers for the Part-time
Maintenance (32 hours)/Custodial Positions (8 hours) at a pay rate of $18.00 per hour. All in favor,
motion carried.



Event Application — Antique and Classic Boat Show

New event this year, will be held on Bohemia Ave, Rees Wharf Loop, and in several locations in the
basin.

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Rick Webster to approve Event Application — Antique
and Classic Boat Show. All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution 2026-004- Allowing alcohol in designated areas during the Antique and Classic Boat
Show

New event this year, will be held on Bohemia Ave, Rees Wharf Loop, and in several locations in the
basin.

Motion: Frank Vari made a motion, seconded by Ed O'Hara to approve Resolution 2026-004- Allowing
alcohol in designated areas during the Antique and Classic Boat Show. All in favor, motion carried.

Discussion Items:

Introduction of Ordinance 2026-002 Adopting the Town of Chesapeake City Fiscal Year 2027
Budget

Mayor, Rich Taylor read and officially introduced the Budget Ordinance. A discussion was held
relating to the budget and it will be a discussion item at the May Workshop. A Public Hearing will be
held on Monday, June 8, 2026, followed by a vote.

May Workshop Rescheduling
The Workshop will be moved to Wednesday, May 27, 2026.

Public Comment;

None at this time.

Council Comments:

Frank: Corp has cut the canal banks.

Adjourn:

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Ed O'Hara to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 pm. All in
favor, motion carried.

*4An audio recording of this meeting is available upon request.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tonya Lockwood Richard L. Taylor, III, Mayor



