
Town of Chesapeake City 
Town Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 13, 2026 

Present: Mayor Rich Taylor, Sarah Ford-Ferrara, Frank Vari, Lee Adams, Ed O’Hara, Rick Webster, 
Tonya Lockwood (staff), Brian Hunsberger (staff), Rob Bernstine (staff), Genevieve Macfarlane 
(attorney) 

Absent:   

Mayor Rich Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America. 

Swearing in Ceremony 

Mayor, Rich Taylor, who was sworn in by Charlene Notarcola on June 30, 2026, swore in Lee Adams 
and Sarah Ford Ferrara.  

Approval of Minutes: 

June 8, 2026, Meeting 

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Frank Vari to approve the minutes from the June 8, 
2026, Meeting. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

No June Workshop Held 

 

Council Reports: 

Lee Adams 

Water and Sewer- We received a disbursement of $444,396.00 from MDE for the WWTP Project. KCI 
is preparing and RFP for an emergency bypass of denitrification filters using contingency funds. 
Operators discovered loose fitting at a filter, this could have potential impact for a TSS violation.  There 
was a cracked sewer pipe repaired on the north side.  There was also a pump issue at the south pump 
station, unfortunately the alarm did not alert.  We are looking into the issue with the County and DSI.  
Lee read the WWTP flows for last month from the County Report (distributed).  

Planning Commission- The Planning Commission met on Wednesday, July 1, 2026, they reviewed and 
approved 1 application for a deck replacement.  They also voted to send the Draft Zoning Ordinance to 
Town Council for review and adoption. The Zoning Administrator, Rob Bernstine, did not approve any 
applications this month. 

 

Sarah Ford-Ferrara 

Historic District Commission- The Historic District Commission met on Tuesday, June 23, 2026, they 
reviewed and approved 4 applications for a deck replacement, 2 window replacement projects, and the 
installation of siding, soffit, and gutters.  

 

 

 



Ed O’Hara 

Economic Development and Tourism- Thanks to Frank for another successful 5k.  The Boat Show and 
Fireworks were great this past Saturday.  Lots of people in Town. Big thanks go to Paula and Damon for 
organizing the event! This weekend at 1 pm there will be a 250th Celebration boat parade starting in the 
basin.  The Lions Club Car Show will be held on August 22, 2026. 

 

Frank Vari 

Public Works- We will soon receive our recycling numbers for last year.  They are a little behind, but 
will get them to us asap. Our numbers look good for another Top Town Award!  Road lines have been 
painted. Trash pick-up is on Monday, Yard Waste pick-up is on Tuesday, and Recycling pick-up is on 
Wednesday. 

Parks and Rec- Minutes from the Parks and Rec Meeting were distributed. They will continue the 
upkeep of the planters in Town and will replace the four trees on the North Side that died due to the 
harsh winter.  They created the plaque for the horseshoe area and will plan a small dedication ceremony 
once it is delivered. They are working on a discount with Chesapeake City Boating Tours for a discount 
on tours and the ferry for residents. The demo of old equipment at Helen Titter Park is complete, the 
new playground is installed and waiting for concrete work and the rubber base work. The Canal 5k Race 
was successful! The next meeting will be held on September 17, 2026.   

 

Rick Webster 

Public Safety- Thanks to the Troopers for their coverage during and after the Fireworks.  We may want 
to alert them to look out for folks setting fireworks off after ours are over.  It has happened near the 
bridge for the last two years, which is a potential hazard.  For the month of June, they were here for 
approximately 150 hours.  

 

Rob Bernstine, Town Manager 

The Town Manager’s Report was distributed to Council. The Town received $6,000.00 in VLT Grant 
Funding to continue the Security Camera Project. A resident had an issue with personal fireworks 
following the Town fireworks.  We will notifiy the St. Police about that issue next year.  

 

Brian Hunsberger, Treasurer 

The Monthly Financial Reports were distributed and the account balances as of today were read. 

 

Mayor Rich Taylor 

Rich, Frank, and Lee attended the Fire House Banquet on Saturday night.  Thanks to them for all of their 
dedication. There is a potential donor for the Colored School Museum, who would potentially match a 
Maryland Historic Trust Grant, up to $250,000.00. 

 

Action Items:  

Event Application – Lions Club Car Show 

Annual Event to be held on Saturday, August 22, 2026. 



Motion: Ed O'Hara made a motion, seconded by Lee Adams to approve the Event Application for the 
CC Lions Club Car Show. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Artesian Water Contract 

Annual Contract with Artesian for Water, running August 1, 2026, through July 31, 2027. 

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Sarah Ford-Ferrara to approve the contract with 
Artesian Water. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Discussion Items:  

Introduce Ordinance 2026-001 - Amending Chapter 120 of the Code of the Town of Chesapeake 
City, more specifically, to repeal and replace the Comprehensive Development Ordinance with 
regulations known as the Chesapeake City Zoning Ordinance. 

The Ordinance has been forwarded to Council by the Planning Commission.  They held a Public 
Hearing on June 3, 2026, with no Public Comment, and voted to send it to Council for Adoption on July 
1, 2026.  Mayor Rich Taylor introduced the Ordinance, read the summary and a Public Hearing is 
scheduled for a Special Session at the August 24, 2026, Workshop. 

 

Resolution 2026-006 – Appointing the Heads of Offices, Departments, and Agencies 

It seems as though they will mainly keep their assignments, replacing Hunter Dann with Rick Webster. 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Council Comments: 

Lee Adams: The Fire Company Banquet was fantastic, they are getting new members, which is fantastic. 

Rich Taylor: Jeffrey Ritter was the Top EMS and Fire Responder.  He was also a Top Administrator and 
is also a full-time Town Employee. 

Rick Webster: Should we send a letter to restaurants to remind patrons that they are in a residential area 
during their Last Call Announcement.  

 

Adjourn: 

Motion: Frank Vari made a motion, seconded by Sarah Ford-Ferrara to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 pm. 
All in favor, motion carried. 
*An audio recording of this meeting is available upon request. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Tonya Lockwood        Richard L. Taylor, III, Mayor  


