
Town of Chesapeake City 
Town Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 10, 2026 

Present: Mayor Rich Taylor, Sarah Ford-Ferrara, Frank Vari, Lee Adams, Ed O’Hara, Rick Webster, 
Brian Hunsberger (staff), Rob Bernstine (staff), Genevieve Macfarlane (attorney) 

Absent: Tonya Lockwood (staff) 

Mayor Rich Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America. 

Approval of Minutes: 

July 13, 2026, Meeting 

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Ed O'Hara to approve the minutes from the July 13, 
2026, Meeting. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

July 2026, Workshop 

No Workshop was held. 

 

Council Reports: 

Lee Adams 

Water and Sewer- An RFP for the denitrification filters bypass was submitted to MDE for review for the 
WWTP. We are working with Cecil County for wastewater discharge permit from MDE. Replaced a 
transducer at the south pump station. The internet conversion to Comcast with a static IP is complete.  
Lee read the WWTP flows for last month from the County Report (distributed).  

Planning Commission- The Planning Commission did not meet in August. The Zoning Administrator, 
Rob Bernstine, approved 2 applications this month for solar panels on Biddle Street and a decking, front 
steps, siding, windows, and door replacements on George Street. 

 

Sarah Ford-Ferrara 

Historic District Commission- The Historic District Commission met on Tuesday, July 28, 2026, they 
reviewed and approved 1 application for the replacement of front steps, windows, siding and door; and 
the replacement of a side porch decking on George Street.  

Docks- The Town floating docks may be moved for the Docking Contest by Bud’s contractor.  

 

Ed O’Hara 

Economic Development and Tourism- He spoke with Bud regarding the Corp approval a few weeks ago, 
and he still does not have written approval from them but said it was coming soon. Thanks to Tommy 
Morris for doing a great job with parking tickets! The weather is slowing tourism down a little bit with 
the heat and rain, it is not horrible but is certainly not a record season as of yet. The Lions Club Car 
Show is coming up on August 22, 2026.  They are expecting 600+ cars again this year.  Bob Kidner is a 



little concerned about losing the grass space at the former Elementary School in the event that something 
gets developed there. 

 

Frank Vari 

Public Works- The State and County were patching potholes recently. Our metal count is well over our 
target! Official recycling numbers from Cecil County should be out soon. Working with Talkie for cable 
boring under the Canal. We are preparing to grade the alley north of Biddle between Lock and Union.  
Met with Heartwood Landscaping to prepare a tree survey for town street trees. 

Parks and Rec- The concrete work at Helen Titter Park is in progress and the rubber base will be 
installed after the concrete is complete. The old playground and backstop are completely removed. The 
playground demo at the former CCES property is underway. The Volunteer Boat Cruise will be held on 
September 10, 2026, at 6:00 pm.  

 

Rick Webster 

Public Safety- The State Police have increased their hours for the month of August. They had nothing of 
significance to report for the month of July, which is a good thing.  A resident has installed some 
parking signs on Bohemia Ave, which may be able to be removed with how well Tommy Morris is 
doing with ticketing.  

 

Rob Bernstine, Town Manager 

The Town Manager’s Report was distributed to Council.  Maintenance Staff will be painting and 
striping the parking spaces and roads once weather permits.  The north side flag that needs repair 
requires a lift to be rented and specialized hardware.  We are trying to create a list of other items to work 
on for the cost of renting the lift is significant.  

 

Brian Hunsberger, Treasurer 

The Monthly Financial Reports were distributed and the account balances as of today were read. 

 

Mayor Rich Taylor 

As mentioned by Councilperson Webster at a previous meeting, he would like to discuss additional ideas 
regarding noise level in residential areas, maybe signage or some other form of notice.  Additionally, he 
would like to discuss the purchase of additional speed signs.  

 

Action Items:  

Resolution 2026-006 – Appointing the Heads of Offices, Departments, and Agencies 

Annual Resolution appointing the Heads of Offices, Departments, and Agencies. 

Motion: Lee Adams made a motion, seconded by Frank Vari to approve Resolution 2026-006 – 
Appointing the Heads of Offices, Departments, and Agencies.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

 



Discussion Items:  

 Draft Zoning Ordinance and Map 

This will be the subject of the Special Session/Public Hearing at the August Workshop. Rob gave a brief 
presentation on some of the key changes that were made.  Council should send any additional questions 
to Rob/Tonya or bring them to the Public Hearing.  

 

Public Comment: 

Broc Passmore: Regarding the speeding, Cecilton did some optical illusion paint to slow traffic down.  

 

Council Comments: 

Genevieve: Thanks to Rob and Tonya for all of their hard work on the Zoning Ordinance, it is a ton of 
work. 

 

Adjourn: 

Motion: Sarah Ford-Ferrara made a motion, seconded by Rick Webster to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 
pm. All in favor, motion carried. 
*An audio recording of this meeting is available upon request. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Tonya Lockwood        Richard L. Taylor, III, Mayor  


